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	LOCATION INFORMATION
(See fields below)
	Photo:
Date:
Source:
	Not photographed



	HCWA Reference No.
	HCWA  No.
	Other Reference No.
	MDG Site No. 184

	Name of Place
	Chauncy Spring

	Other Name (1)
	

	Other Name (2)
	

	Location/Site/Address:
	

	Street Number
	
	Street Name
	Fagan Street

	Suburb/Town
	Chidlow/State Forest

	Other Locational descriptor (text)
	

	Local Government Authority
	Shire of Mundaring

	Map References: (use fields below)
	

	Map Name
	Perth BG34
	Map scale 
	1 : 20 000

	Rectangle
	71 63
	Northing
	
	Easting
	

	Area (ha)
	

	OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION 

	Owner 
(use fields below):
	NB. "Status" - ownership type ie: freehold, vestee, lessee, occupier). 
Use "Item N0." to link owner & land parcel if more than one of each.

	Owner
	Address
	Phone/fax
	Status
	Item No.

	Dept of CALM
	50 Hayman Rd Como 6152
	334 0333
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Land Description  (use fields below):

	Reserve No.
	Lot/Location No.
	Plan/Diagram
	Vol/Folio
	Item No.

	
	
	
	
	

	DESCRIPTION:

	Construction Date (1)
	c 1846

	Construction Date (2)
	

	Source/Details
	Elliot, I. ibid. p. 26.

	Site Type (see HCWA ‘Type’ list)
	18?

	Use(s) of Place (use fields below):
	

	Original
	Spring
	Present
	Spring
	Other
	

	Architect/Designer (1)
	

	Architect/Designer (2)
	

	Other Associated Persons 
	Philip Chauncy, Henry Coles, Henry Howe, Lot Leather.




	Description (cont’d)

	Construction Materials  (use fields below):

	Walls
	
	
	

	Roof
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	Modifications
	

	Condition
	

	Integrity (how much of the original fabric is intact? - use text field below):

	low


	Description: (Describe the place and its setting):

	
Chauncy Spring is overgrown with vegetation and lies just off to the south of the gravel road of Fagan Street in Chidlow.  Its location, at about the transition between rural farmland and the State Forest is not clearly identified.





History of Place / Site:  In February 1847, while undertaking a survey of the road from York to Guildford, Chauncy Spring was named and located by Philip Chauncy. Its aboriginal name ‘Jardemin’ appears in his field book, but the plan of his survey names it as ‘Chauncy Spring’, and describes it as “a fine spring of good water, always running and shaded with black wattle”.  At the time of Chauncy’s survey, there was a 9 foot reservoir downstream from the spring and evidence of prior habitation.  Currently, 25 - 30m from the spring, there is a timber-lined 30cm trench which the horses used so the water was not muddied.

Sometime after 1854, one of a number of convict work stations was build near the Spring.  Like the Bilgoman Well station (Site 83), it consisted of “vee” huts and accommodated an overseer’s house and men working on the maintenance of York Road.  In his annual report c. 1856, Lieut. DuCane mentioned that the Spring was cleared out and the approaches repaired.  By 1873, the site was used by ex-convicts Henry Howe and Henry Coles for their pit sawing operations.  In October 1875, a ten-acre reserve to protect the Spring, was gazetted, and surveyed by A.J. Lewis in 1878.  The reserve was cancelled in November 1975, and is now part of State forest and WAWA land.

Another ex-convict associated with Chauncy Spring was Lot Leather, who established an orchard on two blocks he’d bought in 1878.  Leather went on to operate a hotel on the site of the present-day Sawyers Valley Hotel (Site 230), and rose to the position of Forest Dept. Inspector of Hewn Sleepers. 





	SIGNIFICANCE

	Historic theme (s) 
	Population: settlement & mobility; Transport & Communications; Occupations; People & Events.

	Statement of Significance (use field below - to be completed by Assessor)

	
Chauncy Spring has high historic significance for the Shire of Mundaring for its associations with Chauncy and the old route for settlers travelling between Perth/Guildford and York.


	Recommendation/Conservation Strategy  (To be completed by Assessor)

	
Chauncy Spring should be retained and conserved if possible, failing which photograph  and draw the place to record its significance prior to any major redevelopment.  It is recommended that the Shire and CALM arrange for some clearing of vegetation to identify the site and possibly create a picnic area (similar to Forsyth's Mill a little further to the east) with some interpretive information to provide an understanding of the significance of the place.


	OTHER INFORMATION

	Bibliography: (cite sources used below)
	Refer also to Bibliography-Appendix

	Elliot, I. ibid. pp. 26, 101-2, 206, 262; MHHS file “Old York Road”

	Listing and Assessment:
	

	Assessor (s) Name 
	Assessor (s) Address/Phone

	Bruce Callow & Assoc Pty Ltd
	69 Grt Northern Hwy or PO Box 1377, Midland  6056
Tel. (09) 250 2296  Fx. (09) 274 6592 

	Nominee’s Name (optional)
	Nominee’s  Address (optional)

	 MHHS
	

	State Register of Heritage Places:
	(y/n)  no
	Date:

	Classified by the National Trust
	(y/n)  no
	Date:

	Register of the National Estate
	(y/n)  no
	Date:

	Local Town Planning Scheme
	(y/n)
	Date:
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