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	LOCATION INFORMATION
(See fields below)
	Photo:
Date:
Source:
	View of base of the 'King' Jarrah tree with saw pit beyond.
October 1995
Bruce Callow & Associates Pty Ltd

	HCWA Reference No.
	HCWA  No.
	Other Reference No.
	MDG Site No. 153

	Name of Place
	Jarrah Tree, Sawmills & Sawpit

	Other Name (1)
	Chidlow, Glen Forrest, Mahogany Creek, Mt Helena, Mundaring, Parkerville, Sawyers Valley, Wooroloo sawmills & sawpits.

	Other Name (2)
	King Jarrah

	Location/Site/Address:
	

	Street Number
	
	Street Name
	State Forest

	Suburb/Town
	Sawyers Valley

	Other Locational descriptor (text)
	

	Local Government Authority
	Shire of Mundaring

	Map References: (use fields below)
	

	Map Name
	Perth BG34
	Map scale 
	1 : 20 000

	Rectangle
	
	Northing
	
	Easting
	

	Area (ha)
	

	OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION 

	Owner 
(use fields below):
	NB. "Status" - ownership type ie: freehold, vestee, lessee, occupier). 
Use "Item N0." to link owner & land parcel if more than one of each.

	Owner
	Address
	Phone/fax
	Status
	Item No.

	Dept of CALM
	50 Hayman Road Como 6152
	334 0333
	
	

	Land Description  (use fields below):

	Reserve No.
	Lot/Location No.
	Plan/Diagram
	Vol/Folio
	Item No.

	
	
	
	
	

	DESCRIPTION:

	Construction Date (1)
	from 1840s

	Source/Details
	Elliot, I. ibid. p. 36. (see also Bibliography)

	Site Type (see HCWA ‘Type’ list)
	1303 / 1304

	Use(s) of Place (use fields below):
	

	Original
	Sawpit / Sawmill
	Present
	Reserve
	Other
	

	Architect/Designer (1)
	

	Other Associated Persons 
	E.G. Lacey, A & T Smith, Sexton Bros, J. McDowell, J. Byfield, A. Forrest.




	Description (cont’d)

	Construction Materials  (use fields below):

	Walls
	
	
	

	Roof
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	Modifications
	

	Condition
	good

	Integrity (how much of the original fabric is intact? - use text field below):

	high

	Description: (Describe the place and its setting):

	
The large Jarrah tree is located some 500 metres or south off the Great Eastern Highway on the western outskirts of the Sawyers Valley townsite.  Access is gained by following the pipeline track and turning in behind the power sub-station located (about 100 metres of the highway) and following a bush track south into the forest.  Most of the surrounding forest has been heavily cut and the reason this tree has been spared is that the grain is twisted on a 45o angle and therefore affected the tree's commercial viability.  The ground around the tree was becoming compacted and so CALM officers have recently constructed a viewing platform up off the ground and around the base of the tree to protect it.  The saw pit is just to the east of the 'King' jarrah and is straddled by a large log.

History of Place / Site:  In the 1840s, the two principle exports from the struggling Swan River Colony were horses and timber.  In the area now covered by the Shire of Mundaring, pit sawyers responded to the demand for the hardwood Eucalyptus marginata by setting up camps in the bush off the York Road, near what is now Sawyers Valley.  After April 1875, when work began on the overland telegraph from Adelaide to Perth, the demand for the termite resistant jarrah pushed the value of timber exports to be second only to wool.  In the years 1895-1907, 1908, and 1910-15, the value of timber exports exceeded that of wool.  In the 1890s, gold discoveries and associated capital works increased the demand for jarrah to be used as building materials, firewood, mine props, road paving, railway sleepers, telephone poles and jetties.

Supply of timber was increased by the amalgamation of smaller firms and then mechanization of production through the injection of English capital investment.  The large scale and intense cutting meant that by the early 1900s very few of the mechanized plants remained.  Generally they were shifted to the south-west, primarily around Collie.  A brief examination of the activity in some localities serves to illustrate the transitory nature but important long term impact of the timber industry.

Sawyers Valley : Although timber tracks off the York Road were evident by the 1840s, the first scattered settlements of pit sawyers and shingle splitters were located in the Sawyers Valley area.  The men tended to live in ‘V’ huts, a timber framed dirt floored shelter covered with either blackboy spines, reeds or paper bark, and with a mud fireplace or chimney.  These huts and sawpits were located in the compacted gravel soils of the valleys.  The large jarrah trees on the slopes above were felled and then moved down by jacks, wedges and manpower to rest on bearers above the pit.  With one sawyer on top and one or two below, the logs were cut into lengths using hand held two metre saws.  Amongst the group of sawyers in this area were ex-convicts Henry Howe, Henry Coles, and Lot Leather.  They remained in the area as charcoal burners, providers of firewood for the Eastern Railway, and in Lot Leather’s case, food and drink at his Sawyers Valley store and hotel (Site 230).  

For a 20 year period from the 1880s, the small scale sawyers were replaced by steam sawmills, and the first of these was E.G. Lacey’s Enterprise Steam Sawmill.  From 1st October 1882, he obtained a 14 year lease on 2,880 acres (1,166ha) north of Sawyers Valley, and spent £ 4,000 on equipment.


	History of the Place/Site:  cont'd
The mill employed up to 25 men cutting sawn timber, firewood, and timber piles for the Fremantle jetty.  Between 1884, and 1888, Lacey licensed sawyers to cut timber from designated Special Timber Areas.  In 1888, following Lacey’s bankruptcy, the mill was taken over by Alexander Forrest’s Gill and Company.  Under F.D. Good’s management from the mid 1890s, until 1895, it employed up to 70 men cutting up to 180 loads of timber a week.  After Alexander Forrest and Joe McDowell amalgamated their interests to form the Gill McDowell Jarrah Company Ltd, they operated the Sawyer’s Valley mill until 1899.

In the area, another 30 men were employed in the Gem Saw Mill and the Federation Saw Mill.  With the withdrawal of the larger companies the area reverted to small scale sleeper hewing and firewood cutting.  From 1919, to 1922, the Perth Firewood Company operated a tramway south-east from Sawyers Valley using mainly Italian and Yugoslav woodcutters.  Between 1949, and 1961, using a workforce with some European post war refugees ('displaced persons'), Robert Malcolm-Smith operated a saw mill in an area west of Sawyers Valley. The men and their families originally from the migrant camp at Northam were housed on the site, in small two roomed timber cottages.

Smiths Mill (Glen Forrest) :  The first saw mill in what is now the Shire of Mundaring was set up in 1877, by 40 year old farmer Alfred Charles Smith, son of Richard and Mary Smith of Clayton Farm (Site 79).  It was located on Swan Location 754, near Nyaania Creek, and employed 6 or 7 men who cut up to 10 loads per week.  Officially called the York Greenmount Sawmill, it was known as Smiths Mill, and the locality took this name until 1915.  Before the advent of the Eastern Railway, the logs were cut, seasoned, and taken to Guildford by wagon, and then by river to Perth or Fremantle.  When the second section of the Eastern Railway began in March 1882, the contractor James Wright did not use the existing sawmills, such as this one but set up his own at what is now Mt Helena.  When Alfred returned to farming in c 1883, his son Thomas built a mud brick house (Site 88), and operated the mill until the scarcity of local timber led to its closure in c 1900. 

Mahogany Creek :  The district’s second saw mill was E.G. Lacey’s Enterprise Sawmill.  Set up in early 1881, on Old Mill Gully, near what is now O’Connor Road, it employed 20 men who cut 8 dray loads of 7 inch x 1 inch boards per day.  In 1882, when the Eastern Railway by-passed the saw mill, Lacey shifted the equipment to Sawyers Valley, and set up the Enterprise Steam Sawmill.  In the mid 1890s, Lacey’s mills were taken over by Alexander Forrest’s Gill and Company, and under manager F.D. Good, they established a new steam saw mill on Bourkes Gully, near what is now Martin Road.  In a day, up to 45 men cut 10 loads of sawn timber.  Around 1899, production in the mill eased off and it was abandoned in 1900.

Mt Helena :  In April 1882, James Wright, the successful tenderer for the second section of the Eastern Railway, established a sawmill in an area containing large stands of untouched jarrah, on the north side of the proposed route and 3 km north-west of Sawyers Valley.  In August 1882, he obtained a 12 month license for the mill which was operated by his partner Edward Keane.  Keane’s father-in-law Abraham White and later his son Lionel White were mill managers.  In 1883, Keane and White purchased the mill, and obtained a 14 year lease from which they cut timber for sleepers and also for Charles Harper’s Guildford residence ‘Woodbridge’.  Timber from this mill was also used in the interior of St Georges Anglican Cathedral, Perth.  Residual timber was sold for firewood.

In May 1888, after Lionel White had left for the Yilgarn Goldfields, and Edward Keane was in London trying to raise finance for his troubled Midland Railway, the mill closed and was taken over by the Union Bank.  In 1889, Adelaide timber merchant Richard Honey purchased the site, and his manager James Port constructed the new Lion Jarrah Mill.  The mill produced dressed floorboards, including some tongue and groove which did not need nails.  When Honey died in 1892, the mill was purchased by F.W.C. Forsyth and Richard Hummerston.  The mill employed up to 80 men, and when Forsyth moved to Chidlow’s Well in April 1896, his share was purchased by Oscar Bernard.


	History of the Place/Site:  cont'd
The mill produced jarrah blocks for roads, and before it closed in 1898, and was moved to Collie, it   was producing more loads than its closest rival at Sawyers Valley. Before his operation closed in late 1904, Richard Hummerston operated a small mill initially employing four men.  At the same time, 3 local contractors were employed cutting firewood for the Perth Iceworks.  

In 1905, when Midland Railway land was opened for cutting, two mills opened.  They were the Dalgarup Mill employing 27 men, and Dykes Mill , 7 km north-west of Lion Mill.  In December 1905, Bunning Brothers, operating as the Perth Jarrah Sawmills, purchased both Hummerston’s and Dykes Mills and in June 1906, when they acquired the Dalgarup Mill, they controlled 30,000 acres (912,140 ha) of land.  Their mill employed 50 men, and an additional 20 operated as bush fellers.  In the post World War One period, the mill mainly supplied sawn timber and firewood.  Bunnings closed its Mt Helena operations in 1924, and moved to Collie.  This impacted strongly on local employment, and this was reinforced in 1929, when a bushfire destroyed all the remaining timber stacks.
Chidlow :  Pit sawyer and ex-convict Henry Howe, who in 1873, worked in the vicinity of Chauncy Spring (Site 184), is credited with having 1,920 acres (777 ha) set aside for pit sawyers on the northern boundary of Chidlow’s Well. Following the opening up of the country by the building of the Eastern railway, this was part of the move in October 1883, to create a Special Timber Area which covered almost the entire area of what is now the Shire of Mundaring.  Besides Howe, and fellow sawyer James Markwell, those operating in the Chidlow area included John Symonds of the Oxford Inn (Site 180, and George and William Sexton who, between 1886 and 1896, operated near Chauncy Gully.  During the 1890s, the Sexton Brothers were also associated with timber cutting or mills at Mundaring, Greenmount National Park (John Forrest National Park), and Parkerville.  In 1896, when the Millars lease which the Sextons had worked expired, it was taken over by Dunton and Company.  from February 1897, upstream from Dunton’s mill, McCoy and Oudaille operated the Chidlow’s Well Saw Mill to fulfil a Government sleeper contract.  The 17 men who worked there felled an average of 25 trees a day
In September 1896, W.C. Forsyth, who had operated at Lion Mill (Mt Helena) from 1893 to April 1896, set up the Helena Saw Mill on Helena Brook, near the junction of what is now Great Eastern Highway and Gorrie Road.  This Mill employed 18 men, and until 1899, was run in partnership with John Dunton.  The mill became unprofitable and ceased operation around 1903, after which time it was purchased by the Perth Jarrah Timber Company.  It was later resumed by the Crown for water catchment.  From 1903-6, E.D. Forsyth, nephew of  F.W.C. Forsyth, and later secretary of the Greenmount Road Board from 1906-1933, operated the Avonholme Mill.  This mill was the last to operate close to Chidlow, and by 1910 all the tall timber except for that on road verges had gone.  The timber industry was left to the individual charcoal burners and sleeper and firewood cutters.

Mundaring :  In August 1883, Smith and Company, who had won contracts to build the Eastern Railway platforms and some rolling stock, and whose directors included Alexander Forrest and Stephen Henry Parker (after whom Parkerville was named), obtained the rights to 1,920 acres (777 ha) near Gugeri’s Vineyard (Site 20).  For approximately 3 years, the stipulated rent free period, timber was removed from here and cut at their city mill.  The first saw mill in the area was that operated by William Sexton, who from c 1890 to 1894, employed 24 men and shipped the timber from the newly created Gugeri siding.  In December 1894, George Shepherdson of the Adelaide Timber Company leased Sexton’s mill, and to Sexton’s dismay was granted conditional purchase of the land in 1899.  On the land, Shepherdson created an orchard and slaughterhouse to supply the nearby Mundaring Weir construction workforce (Site 55).  In the 1930s, Mundaring Sawmills, known locally as Underwoods, was located in town on the York Road (Great Eastern Highway), and until the 1950s produced jarrah scantling and orchardist’s fruit cases.  In the later stages of its operation it was run by Robert Malcolm-Smith, the owner of a saw mill in Sawyers Valley.

	Wooroloo :  From 1891 to c 1901, close to what became the Wooroloo siding, and on the west bank of White Gum Gully, James Byfield operated a sawmill which was managed by his eldest brother Edward.  They employed 16 men and 14 horses to produce 10 loads of sawn timber daily for use in York and Northam.  
Parkerville : In c 1895, on crown leases north of the Eastern Railway, James McDowell established a steam sawmill close to the Parkerville railway station.  Before it closed in 1897, the daily output of the 30 men and 24 horses was up to 10 loads.  Soon afterwards, McDowell’s concession was worked by Adams and Dowie, who had no mill, but supplied sleepers and firewood for Perth.  The other original timber concession around Parkerville was first obtained by Alexander Forrest’s Gill and Company, and was purchased by William Sexton in August 1895.  It was located on the left bank of a tributary of the Jane Brook, about 1km north of the Parkerville station, and employed 33 men with an average daily output of 7 loads.  It closed about 1900, and in 1903, the area was purchased by the Anglican Order of the Sisters of the Church for what became Parkerville Children’s Home (Site 73).  Individual timber cutters such as Charles Hebb, who married widow Alice Ottey of the Railway Tavern (later the Parkerville Hotel Site 71), still operated in the area.  They provided firewood and telegraph poles.

	SIGNIFICANCE

	Historic theme (s) 
	Population: settlement & mobility, Occupations; Social & Civic activities; Outside influences; People & Events.

	Statement of Significance (use field below - to be completed by Assessor)

	 The large jarrah tree and saw pit are important historically as a monument to the forest/timber industry that established the hills communities and the early days of the colony.  It has very high social, historic and aesthetic significance for the Shire and the State as an illustration close to the city of what the early timber industry demanded of its workers. The size and scale of the tree has landscape significance and the potential to raise community awareness of the importance of our native forests environmentally and historically, illustrating the magnitude of what both the trees and the original forest must have been.

	Recommendation/Conservation Strategy  (To be completed by Assessor)

	The 'King' Jarrah and saw pit require the highest level of protection and warrants assessment for Entry onto the State Register of Heritage Places and the owners provided with the maximum encouragement to conserve the significance of the place.  CALM should continue its present policy to allow public accessible in a sensitive way, without threatening the life of the tree.  Interpretive material about the forest, jarrah trees and the timber industry could be displayed nearby to assist in an understanding of the significance of what the tree represents. 

	OTHER INFORMATION

	Bibliography: (cite sources used below)
	Refer also to Bibliography-Appendix

	Elliot, I. ibid. pp. 36-45, 60-66, 77-95, 99-108, 112-115, 126, 129, 138, 151-60, 225, 239, 245-6, 268, 282.; Watson, Lindsay. The Railway History of Midland Junction, pp. 104-8.; Crowley, F. Australia’s Western Third. pp. 21, 62-3, 73, 139, 173. MHHS Files- on localities mentioned above, & Hebb, Patrick. ‘Parkerville History, 1896-1919’, as told to Norman Ross, Falls Rd Parkerville, 1950; CALM Mundaring, information and pamphlets.

	Listing and Assessment:
	

	Assessor (s) Name 
	Assessor (s) Address/Phone

	Bruce Callow & Assoc Pty Ltd
	69 Grt Northern Hwy or PO Box 1377, Midland  6056
Tel. (09) 250 2296  Fx. (09) 274 6592 

	Nominee’s Name (optional)
	Nominee’s  Address (optional)

	 Shire Mdg, MHHS
	

	State Register of Heritage Places:
	(y/n)  
	Date:

	Classified by the National Trust
	(y/n)
	Date:

	Register of the National Estate
	(y/n)
	Date:

	Local Town Planning Scheme
	(y/n)
	Date:
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