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	LOCATION INFORMATION
(See fields below)
	Photo:
Date:
Source:
	South & east elevation; former loading bay door
August 1995
Bruce Callow & Associates Pty Ltd

	HCWA Reference No.
	HCWA  No.
	Other Reference No.
	MDG Site No. 117

	Name of Place
	Smiths Mill Restaurant

	Other Name (1)
	Ben Pittersen’s Store

	Other Name (2)
	Florentine's Restaurant

	Location/Site/Address:
	

	Street Number
	
	Street Name
	Railway Terrace

	Suburb/Town
	Glen Forrest

	Other Locational descriptor (text)
	

	Local Government Authority
	Shire of Mundaring

	Map References: (use fields below)
	

	Map Name
	Perth BG34
	Map scale 
	1 : 20 000

	Rectangle
	54 58/59
	Northing
	
	Easting
	

	Area (ha)
	

	OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION 

	Owner 
(use fields below):
	NB. "Status" - ownership type ie: freehold, vestee, lessee, occupier). 
Use "Item N0." to link owner & land parcel if more than one of each.

	Owner
	Address
	Phone/fax
	Status
	Item No.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Land Description  (use fields below):

	Reserve No.
	Lot/Location No.
	Plan/Diagram
	Vol/Folio
	Item No.

	
	
	
	
	

	DESCRIPTION:

	Construction Date (1)
	1920

	Construction Date (2)
	

	Source/Details
	Elliot, I. p. 175.

	Site Type (see HCWA ‘Type’ list)
	0508 / 0507

	Use(s) of Place (use fields below):
	

	Original
	Store
	Present
	Restaurant
	Other
	

	Architect/Designer (1)
	

	Architect/Designer (2)
	

	Other Associated Persons 
	Ben & Hannah Pittersen




	Description (cont’d)

	Construction Materials  (use fields below):

	Walls
	
	
	

	Roof
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	Modifications
	

	Condition
	

	Integrity (how much of the original fabric is intact? - use text field below):

	

	Description: (Describe the place and its setting):

	
History of Place / Site:  Prominent Smiths Mill citizen Ben Pittersen was born in Norway and came to Western Australia from Victoria.  In 1888, he married widow Hannah Stribley (nee Heard) and they had three sons Norman, Stanley and Harold, who attended the local school.  Only Stanley survived World War I whilst the names of the other two brothers are recorded on the Mundaring War Memorial (Site 42).  Hannah died about 1918, and after a disastrous re-marriage, Ben Pittersen committed suicide in August 1921 by jumping off the Guildford Bridge.

Ben Pittersen’s timber grocery store in Railway Parade opened in 1896, and was replaced in 1920, by the brick building which forms the core of the present day Smiths Mill Restaurant.  During his time at Smiths Mill, Ben was active in the community.  In 1902, he was one of 3 trustees appointed to oversee the provision of a sports’ ground.  This was opened in April 1903.  In May 1903, he and W.H. McGlew were elected as Smiths Mills’ representatives on the inaugural Greenmount Road Board.  Ben Pittersen represented the area for nearly 17 years and was Chairman from 1908 to 1909.

Although there have been alterations to the store, both the original roof line and the former loading bay doors are discernible on the Railway Parade elevation.

	SIGNIFICANCE

	Historic theme (s) 
	Population: settlement & mobility; Occupations; People & Events.

	Statement of Significance (use field below - to be completed by Assessor)

	To be assessed


	Recommendation/Conservation Strategy  (To be completed by Assessor)

	To be assessed


	OTHER INFORMATION

	Bibliography: (cite sources used below)
	Refer also to Bibliography-Appendix

	Elliot, I. Ibid. pp. 174-5, p. 179, 181, 186, pp. 280-81; MHHS file “Glen Forrest”.


	Listing and Assessment:
	

	Assessor (s) Name 
	Assessor (s) Address/Phone

	Bruce Callow & Assoc Pty Ltd
	69 Grt Northern Hwy or PO Box 1377, Midland  6056
Tel. (09) 250 2296  Fx. (09) 274 6592 

	Nominee’s Name (optional)
	Nominee’s  Address (optional)

	 MHHS

	

	State Register of Heritage Places:
	(y/n)  
	Date:

	Classified by the National Trust
	(y/n)
	Date:

	Register of the National Estate
	(y/n)
	Date:

	Local Town Planning Scheme
	(y/n)
	Date:
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