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	LOCATION INFORMATION
(See fields below)
	Photo:
Date:
Source:
	Chippers Leap from the west looking up Greenmount Hill.
August 1995
Bruce Callow & Associates Pty Ltd

	HCWA Reference No.
	HCWA  No.
	Other Reference No.
	MDG Site No. 85

	Name of Place
	Chippers Leap

	Other Name (1)
	

	Other Name (2)
	

	Location/Site/Address:
	

	Street Number
	
	Street Name
	Great Eastern Highway

	Suburb/Town
	Greenmount

	Other Locational descriptor (text)
	

	Local Government Authority
	Shire of Mundaring

	Map References: (use fields below)
	

	Map Name
	Perth BG34
	Map scale 
	1 : 20 000

	Rectangle
	49 61
	Northing
	
	Easting
	

	Area (ha)
	

	OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION 

	Owner 
(use fields below):
	NB. "Status" - ownership type ie: freehold, vestee, lessee, occupier). 
Use "Item N0." to link owner & land parcel if more than one of each.

	Owner
	Address
	Phone/fax
	Status
	Item No.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Land Description  (use fields below):

	Reserve No.
	Lot/Location No.
	Plan/Diagram
	Vol/Folio
	Item No.

	
	
	
	
	

	DESCRIPTION:

	Construction Date (1)
	1832

	Construction Date (2)
	

	Source/Details
	Elliot, I. ibid. p. 21; MHHS

	Site Type (see HCWA ‘Type’ list)
	17

	Use(s) of Place (use fields below):
	

	Original
	Granite Outcrop
	Present
	Granite Outcrop
	Other
	

	Architect/Designer (1)
	

	Architect/Designer (2)
	

	Other Associated Persons 
	John Chipper, Reuben Beacham




	Description (cont’d)

	Construction Materials  (use fields below):

	Walls
	Not applicable
	
	

	Roof
	Not applicable
	
	

	Other
	Natural site
	
	

	Modifications
	Road works around the base of the rock outcrop for national highway.

	Condition
	Good

	Integrity (how much of the original fabric is intact? - use text field below):

	High

	Description: (Describe the place and its setting):

	The site, on the northern side of Great Eastern Highway and approximately halfway up Greenmount Hill, comprises a large granite outcrop which rises approximately 7 or 8 metres high above the edge of the road.  The rock is quite imposing, although its presence is today diminished by the amount of fast, heavy traffic past the site and the extent of cutting into the hill thereabouts for the extensive road works to make the National Highway closer to an acceptable standard of safety and design.  The site should be approached on foot to appreciate both the events that took place and the magnificent views across the coastal plain.



History of Place / Site:  Chippers Leap Greenmount takes its name from an incident which occurred in February 1832, when carter John Chipper and twelve year old Reuben Beacham were attacked by aborigines on the Old York Road, parallel to and north of what is now Great Eastern Highway. 

As a result, Beacham died of wounds and Chipper escaped to Guildford.  On 5th February 1832, two days after the event, Chipper is said to have remarked; “I began to run as hard as possible down a steep hill from the cart, and the boy jumped out of the cart and followed.  On perceiving a number of natives gaining ground on me, I turned short round the shoulder of the same hill and ran off at my utmost speed”.  

The incident was one of a number which occurred along the York Road and followed bitter clashes between Europeans and aboriginals in the Perth area, arising from the previous year’s death of the aboriginal leader Yagan.   To re-assure travellers, escorts and police stations such as the one at Mahogany Creek, (Site 163), were later introduced.

In the map of his 1846 survey, Philip Chauncy shows Chippers Leap as being located south of the York Road, west of Bilgoman Well, and approximately 10 chains east of the 44 mile point from York.  In the 1930’s, when the York road was widened, the Western Australian Historical Society successfully lobbied to protect the granite outcrop believed to be the scene of Chipper’s escape.  Today, Great Eastern Highway runs to the south of a granite outcrop on which a commemorative plaque is mounted.

The significance of the site was acknowledged during the 1988 Australian Bicentennial commemorations when the site was included in the State's Heritage Trail Programme.







	SIGNIFICANCE

	Historic theme (s) 
	Population: settlement & mobility; Transport & Communications; Social & Civic activities; People & Events. 

	Statement of Significance (use field below - to be completed by Assessor)

	Chipper's Leap is a highly significant site socially and historically as a site of early European/Aboriginal interaction, the story of which is one of few that has entered into the established folklore/mythology of the State.


	Recommendation/Conservation Strategy  (To be completed by Assessor)

	The Chipper's Leap site requires the highest level of protection and warrants assessment for Entry onto the State Register of Heritage Places and the owners provided with the maximum encouragement to conserve the significance of the place.  In addition to the signposting placed on the site as part of the Bicentennial Heritage Trail Programme, further interpretive information would assist in an understanding of the place and its significance.  As the site is presently very difficult to access safely, some consideration should be given to exactly where such information is located.



	OTHER INFORMATION

	Bibliography: (cite sources used below)
	Refer also to Bibliography-Appendix

	Elliot, I. ibid. p. 21; MHHS File “Greenmount”; Stannage, C.T.  The People of Perth.  A Social History of Western Australia’s Capital City  (City of Perth, Perth, 1979) pp. 40-41.



	Listing and Assessment:
	

	Assessor (s) Name 
	Assessor (s) Address/Phone

	Bruce Callow & Assoc Pty Ltd
	69 Grt Northern Hwy or PO Box 1377, Midland  6056
Tel. (09) 250 2296  Fx. (09) 274 6592 

	Nominee’s Name (optional)
	Nominee’s  Address (optional)

	 MHHS; Mdg Shire

	

	State Register of Heritage Places:
	(y/n)    no 
	Date:

	Classified by the National Trust
	(y/n)    no
	Date:

	Register of the National Estate
	(y/n)    no
	Date:

	Local Town Planning Scheme
	(y/n)    no
	Date:
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