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	LOCATION INFORMATION
(See fields below)
	Photo:
Date:
Source:
	Looking south to Nichol St & the former Post Office c 1926
August 1995
Bruce Callow & Associates Pty Ltd

	HCWA Reference No.
	HCWA  No.
	Other Reference No.
	MDG Site No. 42 

	Name of Place
	Mundaring War Memorial & Gardens

	Other Name (1)
	

	Other Name (2)
	

	Location/Site/Address:
	

	Street Number
	
	Street Name
	Nichol Street/Great Eastern Highway

	Suburb/Town
	Mundaring

	Other Locational descriptor (text)
	

	Local Government Authority
	Shire of Mundaring

	Map References: (use fields below)
	

	Map Name
	Perth BG34
	Map scale 
	1 : 20 000

	Rectangle
	62 61
	Northing
	
	Easting
	

	Area (ha)
	

	OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION 

	Owner 
(use fields below):
	NB. "Status" - ownership type ie: freehold, vestee, lessee, occupier). 
Use "Item N0." to link owner & land parcel if more than one of each.

	Owner
	Address
	Phone/fax
	Status
	Item No.

	Shire Mundaring
	7000 Great Eastern Highway Mundaring
	290 6666
	
	

	
	
	295 3288 fax
	
	

	Land Description  (use fields below):

	Reserve No.
	Lot/Location No.
	Plan/Diagram
	Vol/Folio
	Item No.

	
	
	
	
	

	DESCRIPTION:

	Construction Date (1)
	1923

	Construction Date (2)
	1926

	Source/Details
	Elliot, ibid. p. 127; 'Swan Express'  19th March, 1926.

	Site Type (see HCWA ‘Type’ list)
	0999

	Use(s) of Place (use fields below):
	

	Original
	War Memorial
	Present
	War Memorial
	Other
	

	Architect/Designer (1)
	

	Other Associated Persons 
	Pittersen Brothers, Alex McCallum, Archbishop Riley, Talbot- Hobbs




	
Description (cont’d)

	Construction Materials  (use fields below):

	Walls
	not applicable
	
	

	Roof
	not applicable
	
	

	Other
	granite stone memorial
	
	

	Modifications
	surrounding road reserve modified and Great Eastern Highway widened

	Condition
	good, although some of the original rose stock is aged and deteriorated

	Integrity (how much of the original fabric is intact? - use text field below):

	High although site needs better integration with its surroundings which have undergone redevelopment.

	Description: (Describe the place and its setting):

	
The War Memorial is a blue/grey granite needle form on stepped base with a engraved marble memorial name plaques around its base.  The memorial was on an island in the centre of Nichol Street with its avenue of roses running back to the north in a garden bed edged with matching stone kerbing.  Some of the roses have died and others are suffering from neglect and aging root stock but sufficient remain to define and maintain the basis of the original memorial garden. 

Road modifications have reduced the island layout with only the western side of Nichol Street, adjacent to the memorial, continuing to handle traffic in a one way, south to north direction.  To the east of the site the road has been removed and absorbed into the old Mundaring Primary School building reserve (Site 41).  This is adjacent to the newly built Mundaring Shopping Centre which occupies the balance of the former school site.  The memorial also sits close to the northern edge of Great Eastern Highway which has been widened over the years to the extent it now encroaches on the "personal" space around the site.  Nichol Street originally formed a north south axis with the memorial as a central focus with the road continuing  in a very wide format across Great Eastern Highway to the railway line in the south.  Opposite the Memorial, the Police Station and former Post Office, on separate corners of the highway with Nichol Street, together with the adjacent Primary School formed a civic precinct.  The weatherboard former Post Office(Site 43) still stands, however, the Police Station has been replaced by a brick building.

History of Place / Site: Mundaring Shire’s first war memorial was built to commemorate the 45 men from the Greenmount Road Board District killed in World War I (1914-1918).  These men represented one in every seven of the district's volunteers, and included two brothers, Harold and Norman Pittersen, sons of Smiths Mill (Glen Forrest) storekeeper and Greenmount Road Board member, Ben Pittersen (Site 117).

Fund raising for the memorial, including dances organized by the Darling Range Branch of the RSL, began in January 1921, and by December 1922,  £85/9/5 had been raised.  In April 1922, four trench mortar guns were allocated for the site, but it appears that only one heavy machine gun was received.  It is said to have been removed during road works in the 1970’s.  The local granite memorial was unveiled on Sunday 6th May, 1923, by former Australian Imperial Forces Chaplain General Archbishop Riley.  In October 1923, the Under Secretary of Lands advised the Greenmount Road Board that 11 perches of land had been gazetted as a Class 'A' reserve for a memorial park.  On the 14th March 1926, after a considerable amount of fund raising dances and euchre parties, the memorial tablets with the names of the war dead, were officially unveiled.  Present were Major General Sir Talbot Hobbs, Colonel Collett, representing the RSL, and Archbishop Riley, former Chaplain General of the Australian Imperial Forces (AIF). 






	History (continued)

In  May 1937, the Greenmount Road Board accepted a tender from Whittaker Bros for a  36ft Oregon timber flagpole at a cost of  £13/10/- to be placed at the war memorial.  It is not known exactly when the rose garden was established, although it is thought that in the late 1930’s, some were donated by A.C. McCallum of 'Ballindown' (Site 23), and tended by his gardener Mr. Atkinson.  One the names added to the memorial after World War II, was that of Fred Schoch from HMAS Sydney. Fred was the son of Fred Schoch, a long serving headmaster of Parkerville School (Site 72).  After World War II, the RSL assumed responsibility for the roses until they became the Shire's concern.  In 1995, as part of the Australia Remembers programme to celebrate 50 years from the end of World War II, the war memorial is being re-dedicated.


	SIGNIFICANCE

	Historic theme (s) 
	Social and civic activities; Outside influences; People & Events.

	Statement of Significance (use field below - to be completed by Assessor)

	
The Mundaring War Memorial site has very high local social and historic significance because of its recognition of local people who fought in two world wars, continuing associations with the RSL and past associations with earlier people in the district who contributed to its establishment.  This significance continues today as the focus for commemorative activities in the community.  The memorial also has high aesthetic significance as a local landmark and streetscape element in the civic heart of Mundaring.


	Recommendation/Conservation Strategy  (To be completed by Assessor)

	
The Mundaring War Memorial and rose garden requires the highest level of protection under the Municipal Inventory and the owners be provided with the maximum encouragement to conserve the significance of the place.   Subject to future road widening, the memorial should remain in its existing location and the surrounding area re-landscaped to provide suitable assembly and contemplation spaces.  The rose garden needs to be rehabilitated and the overall site better integrated into the remodelled physical environment created by modifications to the road system and adjoining school site.


	OTHER INFORMATION

	Bibliography: (cite sources used below)
	Refer also to Bibliography-Appendix

	Elliot, I. bid. p. 127. ; MHHS file “Mundaring”,; 'Swan Express' , 12th October 1923, 12th June 1925, 19th March 1926, 13th May 1937; information from Lillian Puzey.


	Listing and Assessment:
	

	Assessor (s) Name 
	Assessor (s) Address/Phone

	Bruce Callow & Assoc Pty Ltd
	69 Grt Northern Hwy or PO Box 1377, Midland  6056
Tel. (09) 250 2296  Fx. (09) 274 6592 

	Nominee’s Name (optional)
	Nominee’s  Address (optional)

	 MHHS, Mdg Shire

	

	State Register of Heritage Places:
	(y/n)  
	Date:

	Classified by the National Trust
	(y/n)
	Date:

	Register of the National Estate
	(y/n)
	Date:

	Local Town Planning Scheme
	(y/n)
	Date:
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